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Jean ‘John’ Paul
Bourgoin

ean “John” Paul Bourgoin
Jmade his last flight west on

September 14, 2016 at his
home in Boca Grande. He was 94
and had been in failing health since
a hospital stay in February. -

He was born in Jouan Les
Guerets, France, just west of Nor-
mandy, on September 28, 1921 to
Ada and Colonel Andre Bourgoin of
the French Army.

The family relocated to Fez, near

; Casablanca,Morpcco where Ada

movie mdustry : :
Jean Paul began flying at an
early age and ran a flying school in
‘Casablanca prior to World War |1.
Due to his father's relationship with
Brigadier General Bill Donovan he
was assigned to Patton's 7th Army
as a pilot flying the P-40 and as
General Patton's interpreter as he
spoke 5 languages including Ara-
bic.
He remained with Patton in Alge-
ria, Sicily, ltaly and Germany. He
met his wife of 66 years, Jane in
Toulouse, France during WWII.
She was a nurse, allegedly with the
French underground, and a ambu-
lance driver. ‘
They married in early summer
1947 in Casablanca at Le Lido on

See OBITUARIES on PAGE 12

REAL ESTATE SALES
(941) 964-0333

800-741-1425 :

P.O. Drawer 1446, Boca Grande, FL
sealefamilysales gmail.com

Silver King on Boca Grande Bayou
Luxury 3 bedroom condominium on protected
Boca Grande Bayou with deepwater boat slip.

Completely renovated and beautifully furnished.

Gated property includes pool, tennis, clubhouse
and ground floor covered parking. Easy to see,
call for appointment. $980,000. Furnished
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Pete Soott

E BY SUE ERWIN

ete Scott is a lucky island local who has experienced
Pthe good fortune of growing up in Boca Grande
before the island grew to become an international
tourist destination.
After years of work experience both on and off the island

in many different skill trades, he now spends six days every

week working for the Johann Fust Library Foundation,
keeping the grounds and buildings on the campus beautiful
and inviting to guests.

Growing up, Pete attended Englewood Elementary
School and then went on to Lemon Bay High School.

“That was back when Lemon Bay still used trailers for
their classrooms and the middle school dtdn t exist yet,” he
said.

His father, Pete Scott, Sr., was a caretaker at Journey’s
End on 18th Street on the island for years.

“| believe the Ingmans lived there at the time,” he said.

His father was also a marine mechanic and fishing char-
ter captain.

When Pete was 14, his dad decided to move to Big Pine
Key and continued his fishing business in the keys,

“Dad got tired of tarpon fishing, and he wanted to pursue
lobster and stone crab fishing. My brother Marty stayed up
here with my mother, Ruby Scott. My dad and | lived down
there until 1993.”

During those years, Pete traveled back and forth regu-
larly to visit his mother and brother.

“Fishing is hard work. The days on the water are really
long. And | missed my mother and wanted to spend more
time with her.”

Marty is currently a fishing charter captain on the island.
He’s been fishing the local waterways for 25 years.

Ruby had a cleaning business, and Pete moved back to
Boca Grande to help. She had that business for more than
40 years. She has since passed away, but Pete Sr. still re-
~sides on the island.

“Fishing in thg keys just got too busy for him, deallng with
200 boats fishing near you all the time. He didn'’t like the
traffic,” Pete said. “But that’s just a natural result of so
many people coming to Florida to see the natural resources
that are available.”

Pete worked for a few years at the Pass Club at Boca
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Bay while it was being developed. Then he went to work as
a heavy equipment operator.

“It was a really good opportunity. It was a time when
everything was being bought, rebuilt and fixed up. It was a
new adventure. | had different kinds of jobs all around the
island, including construction, seawall repairs and taking
apart and removing the phosphate dock,” Pete said. “I've
always been a good, safe worker, and people look for those
qualities ... especially with complex jobs ... safety always
comes first.”

Pete eventually worked for several local contractors and
bought a_home in Grove City in 2000.

He worked at Rocky Creek Marina for a while, where he
drove a forklift and moved boats around in and out of dry
storage.

See PROFILE on PAGE 4

Boca Grande

Keeping Johann Fust Library looking beautiful
Gardening, mechanical projects

Home improvement magazmes

PBS programs

All Clint Eastwood movies

My father and mother

Nature, seafood

Humidity

'eryone has a stO_W totel

Why not share yours, or give us your suggestions? Call the Beacon at 964-2995

REALTORS

Visit our website for mformanan and olker listings

www.sedale-f

1940 19th Street

4 BR, 4 Bath Ground level residence with pool.

VACATION RENTALS
(941) 964-2210
800-741-8272

P. 0. Box 216
sealerentals@ gmail.com

Estate s1zed parcels on Lemon Bay

Designed by Ralph Twitchell & built on 3 lots
with 150" frontage. New roaof, cypress cabinetry, 2
fireplaces & Larry Anderson murals. Easy to see,

call for appointment. Reduced to $1,850,000.

Boca Grande North
Enjoy stunning sunsets from this 2 bedroom,
2 bath 2nd floor, gulf front unit.
#83 - Furnished

Bayfiront sites, each with 100’ frontage and
larger than 1 acre. Recently cleared. Shared
dock permit pending. Secluded yet con%mently
close to Gulf Beaches.

Lot 918, $685,000, Lot 917, $665,000
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After that, he worked at the Boca
Grande Post Office from 2000 to 2008
as a maintenance technician.

It was then that he took on a few pri-
vate yard maintenance accounts, and
soon after that he landed his current
position at the library.

He likes his job because he enjoys
making the area look beautiful for the
patrons. “A power wash, a little paint
and some fresh plants can make any
place look so much more appealing,”
he said.

As a young boy, Pete used to help
his parents at Journey’s End with
housecleaning and taking care of the
grounds on the property.

The family stayed at Journey’s End
while working there.

After his dad resigned from that job,
some of his cousins took over as care-
takers, and the family moved to the
first “Dam” street.

Then his dad started working for the
Fergusons, taking care of boats as
well as the boat shed that was on the
property.

Pete recalls washing boats and de-
tailing cars for people on the island to
earn exira money. He learned many
different trades from his knowledge-
able father, like how to work on marine
and automobile engines.

“| also really enjoy doing yard main-
tenance, gardening and painting. | like
being outdoors and in nature,” he
said.

Pete said that growing up in Boca
Grande in the 1970s was very differ-
ent from how it appears today. “It was
almost like a ghost town — especially
during the summer months. The train
depot had been condemned, and so0
was the old Boca Grande Hotel.”

Like many islanders at the time,

. Pete’s passion was fishing and reeling

in tasty catches for dinner. Being on
the island also inspired him to appreci-
ate nature of all kinds.

“Red-breasted robins used to flock
to the island by the hundreds every
winter and eat the pepper tree berries.
They were so pretty.”

Pete remembers spending a lot of
time swimming at the beaches and
body surfing the waves. He also re-
calls constantly dodging rattlesnakes,
mosquitos and banana spiders when
he was a kid.

“Back then there was a lot more
water closer to the seawall. There
used to be real good fishing from 1st
Sireet to 8th Street right off the
beaches, because the water was
deeper. It made for easy fishing as a
kid. Then the Army Corps of Engi-
neers put the jetties in place to slow
the current down.”

He'’s caught his share of snook, red-
fish and whitings. It also was a great
place for snorkeling, because the
water was deep enough to float out
and swim with the fish.

“I grew up fishing, and I did a lot of
lobster and crabbing in the keys. | kind
of lost interest in it after being out on
the water six days a week for so many

~ Don't Do It Yourself

FISHING

* Capt. Eddie Potter
. Potter’s Charter Fishing
¢ FLY - BAIT - ARTIFICALS

~ 941-815-0009

- potterscharterfishing.net

SEWING
Sewing by
Linda Lee §

3579 8. Access Rd., Unit K

(Newport Square, -
Spinnaker & SR 776)

697-1025

473-7582

- CONSTRUCTION

| BLUE PARROR
CONSTRUCTION«

941-662-0366

Residential/Commercial

New ¢ Remodel ¢ Repair
Island References

| www.blueparrotconstruction.com

Been around long?

941-000-0000

www.websiteworks.com

Boca Buggies
Electric

Rentals
941.698.9410

CARPETS

DRY CLEANED
Hygenic Carpet
and Furniture
;_ 475-5313 o
. Carpets Dry in 20 Minutes!
(Normal soiling)

| HygenicCarpetCleaning.com

Only $10 per issué .

WHAT YOU DO
Your Company

Get us a list of things you do.

Capt. Fred Scott
941-628-8839

Tarponon.com

EMBROIDERY

Embroidery Art
& Upholstery

“Recreate your home with our
fine fabrics & craftsmenship”

941-587-6449
941-475-0224

3031 Placida Rd.

Cart

SHUTTLE SERVICE

L Airport Shuttle
941-697-1414
276-7281

Insured & Lic.# 53660
From Tampa to Ft. Myers

years. I've caught almost every kind of
fish in the sea, and | do enjoy it every
once in a while, but | get more satis-
faction out of watching other people
fish these days.”

Pete participated in the 1993
World’s Richest Tarpon Tournament,
and his team won first place.

“That was the last tournament | ever

fished. | went out with a good finish,”

he said.

Pete worked as a first mate for
Capt. Raymond Rodriguez and a few
other local captains for several years.
He learned to mate when he was
seven years old, when his father was
a tarpon fishing guide.

“I've been baiting hooks and catch-
ing fish since then, up until about 10
years ago,” he said.

Although Pete has fished nearly his
whole life, he doesn't do very much of
it these days. He’s had a few scary
experiences in the water that are still
fresh in his mind.

Once when he was speardiving in
the keys and had a string of hogfish

attached to his side, he saw a 12-foot -

bull shark swim up behind him.

“It took the flipper right off of my
foot. It was my own mistake, because
| was scuba diving near sunset and |
should’ve known better, so | gave him
all the fish | had on my string and he
was content with that,” he said.

A scorpionfish also stung him on his
thumb while he was trying to remove
stone crabs from a trap, and his hand
swelled up to three times its regular
size.

After the bull shark experience and
being poisoned from a scorpionfish
sting, Pete decided it was time to give
up the sport.

Currently, Pete is happy being semi-
retired and enjoys his home in Grove
City. He said the area is quiet, which

- he likes, and he's able to work on dif-
ferent projects like restoring a 1969

' “'fiberglass boat..

" “It's a piece of old Florida where
there isn't too much traffic, and it’s lo-
cated nextto land owned by the state,
so | get to see bobcats, owls, rabbits,

~ eagles, quail ... a lot of nature,” Pete
said.

He also keeps busy with yard land-
scaping and gardening.

Pete is not married and has no chil-
dren.

Right now, he is spending most of
his days at the library, painting differ-
ent parts of the building and spiffing
things up for the season ahead.

Stop in the Johann Fust Library and
say hello to the hard-working man
who keeps the building looking so
beautiful on a daily basis.

/ Fresh Fish

Organic Products
Boar’s Head Deli
Serving Hot Lunches
Fresh Rotisserie
Chickens &
Pork Spare Ribs Daily

Hours: Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm, Sat., 8:30 am - 5 pm, Closed Sundays
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