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Local writer brings fascinating new
detaus of the Civil War to ight in
soon-to-e released book

B BY MARCY SHORTUSE
W sland resident Candice Hooper
Ihas been making waves in the lit-
erary community lately, not only

with an award-winning poem but a
book that might change the way peo-
ple think about the Civil War; a book
that has taken her eight years to re-
search and put together, and has
taken her to the halls of the Library of
Congress and battlefields along the
way.

The book, titled “Lincoin’s Generals’
Wives: Four Women Who Influenced
the Civil War for Better and for
Worse,” gives insight into the relation-
ships Lincoln’s general’s wives had
with their spouses, their thoughts on
the president and the war, and the dif-
ferences in how they handled their
husbands going to war.

The book is available for pre-order
on Amazon.com and at independent
bookstores, but the official release
date is not until May 31.

Hooper delves into the early lives of
Jessie Fremont, Nelly McClellan, Julia
Grant and Ellen Sherman, and gives
insight into what circumstances made

'CANDICE SHY HOOPER

them act the way they did once shots

. were fired over Fort Sumter. She has

lived and breathed these women close

- to a decade, so much so that the de-
- tail provided in the book is superb.

“My husband feels like he’s been liv-
ing with five women for the last few
years,” she laughed. ’

Hooper’s great-great grandfather
fought in the Spanish-American war,

- and her father was a Navy corpsman.

She was an early and avid reader, and

- combined with her interest in military

history, that has been with her all of
her life, so writing a book of this na-
ture seemed like a sure thing.

Her interest in Civil War history,
however, is more recent. Her major
field of study was the Spanish-Ameri-
can war, and it was the subject of her
master’s degree thesis, but living
around so many Civil War battlefields
in Arlington, Va. (she was actually
right next to a former Civil War camp,
Fort Ethan Allen, one of 63 forts buil
around Washington to protect it during
the Civil War) seemed to rub off on
her eventually. One day she pur-
chased a book called “An Army at
Dawn,” by Rick Atkinson, which was
about the invasion of Africa in World

- War Il. When she went to put it in her
- bookcase, she found there wasn't any
- room.

“So | took every book out of the
house and put them in piles on the

- floor in my basement,” she said. “The
. biggest pile was about military history.

That’s when [ went back to school at
the age of 55 and got my master’s de-
gree in history at George Washington

~ University. It opened a world to me

that | just find so fascinating. | took
several courses on the Civil War, and
in one of them | focused on William
Tecumsah Sherman,” she said. “real-
ized Sherman’s wife had gone to see

> Lincoln when he was in trouble, and

then | found out Fremont’s wife did the

same. Then | wondered if Lincoin had
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met with all the military wives. After all,
he had an open door policy, people al-
ways came to see him.”

When she got her master’s degree
in May of 2008, she didn’t know what
to do next. She thought she would
write about the Spanish-American war
again, but the topic of Lincoln and the
generals’ wives stayed in her head.
She thought she would write an article
about it, but after talking to two
friends — one a Civil War expert and
the other a military history professor —
she took their advice and decided to
turn it into a book.

Candy spent a lot of time at the Li-
brary of Congress and The University
of Notre Dame, while also traveling
and doing general research. She read
through transcripts and newspaper

clippings and traveled to battlefields.
Because of that research, she was
able to put together some highly de-
tailed maps of where the generals’
wives traveled during the Civil War.
One unique piece of history was that,
while Grant’s wife traveled more than
10,000 miles to be by her husband’s
side, Fremont’s wife traveled very lit-
tle.

“You can read the story of their rela-
tionships just by looking at the map,”
she said. “l was able to visit the child-
hood homes of Sherman and his wife,
who grew up right next to each other.
To visit those homes, particularly the
Sherman house, which is now a mu-
seum, gave me a sense of them that |
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B Above, Candy with Pulitzer Prize win-
ning poet Tracy K. Smith and inaugural

Poet Richard Blanco. Photo provided

wouldn’t have had if | hadn’t made
that trip.”

She also learned something about
her own mother, who had traveled the
world to be near Candy’s father. When
she started to add up the miles her
mother logged while moving their fam-
ity from place to place, she realized
that 10,000 miles was a drop in the
bucket.

Candy was born in Guam but also
lived in Norfolk and Saipan. She real-
ized a part of what her mother had
sacrificed to keep them all together.

“When | was working on the book
and doing the math on Julia Grant’s
travels, | sat down with my mom and
realized that first trip to Guam alone
was 10,000 miles,” she said. “This has
been a very interesting eight years,
and | feel like I've learned more about
my own parents during this time, t00.”

While this is Hooper’s first book, she
has had an article published in the
New York Times called “Disunion,”
which focuses on Julia Grant and her
slave, Jewel, and how they traveled
together.

She has also been published in the
Journal of Military History, a peer-re-
viewed publication that isn’t easy to
get into. She has also done book re-
views for the Michigan War Studies
Review, and the National Parks Serv-

ice has asked her to provide a more
} detailed crinology of Julia Grant’s trav-
| els.

On Saturday, April 23 Candy was
honored in Sarasota by winning the
poetry contest held by PoetryLife. Her
poem, titled “Fawns in the Field,” is
below and chronicles a personal inci-

FAWNS N THE FIELD

_ Aslslid the iron skillet,
!ayered with potatoes and onions, into the oven,
the dull thrum of the tractor
in the field by the creek stopped.
It was haying season in Montana,
when the whole valley cuts alfalfa
without pause, long after dark.
Through the kitchen window,
| saw the ranch manager sprint toward the back porch,
where my husband had just lit the charcoal grill
and poured vodka over ice.
| pushed through the screen door
in time to hear, “Fawns in the field.”

Weeks earlier, we had seen the newborn twins,
nestled in a hollow on the lawn.
It was first light, and the exhausted mother
licked their slick, spotted fur,

her bright eyes fearful.

Later that day, on spindly legs,

they sought refuge in the alfalfa,
unaware of its destiny.

Death abounds in ranching - the stillborn foal,
fish flailing in the osprey’s talons,
serial coyote depredations — but nothing grieves
like a blade hitting a fawn hiding in your field.

My husband grabbed two flashlights,
and we headed out the door,
the ranch manager pointing
to the mown edge of the field.
There, the doe stood trembling,
~ exposed, vulnerable, a beacon to her fawns,
proof they were still there.

We positioned ourselves in front of the tractor —
- hands outstretched, our fingertips touching —
and began tramping, shouting,
swinging our arms against the tall grass.
When we were twenty paces ahead,
the tractor roared to life,

 slowly resumed its pat our wake
: Back and forth we flailed and called,

the smell of fresh-cut grass thlck in the air.
On the third tum, a bronze-feathered turkey
erupted from the emerald green horizon,
: magnificent in his rage.
Shock and delight knocked us laughing to our knees

On the next turn, suddenly, a leap and a run,
and a fawn found her mother.

Two more turns, now in the dark,
and the other raced from us to her.
Three white tails — bright as stars
— sailed over the fence
to safety in the next field.

The tractor mowed on,
but we turned back toward home,
tired and sweaty and hoarse.
Four cats waited at the barn door to be fed
and locked in,
sheltered against coyotes for another night.
At the house, the coals were cold; no steak for supper.
But the potatoes and onions were a fragrant, crusted,
caramelized pudding.
| pulled the skillet from the oven with big silver mitts
and set it on a pile of folded kitchen towels
on the table,
a napkin and spoon for each of us.
My husband tossed his watery vodka
into the rose bush
and poured two glasses of the wine
we were saving for a special occasion.
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dent that occurred when she was in
Montana. She hadn’t considered her-
self much of a poet until she met Boca
Grande resident (now deceased) Fred
Berger at the Civil War program held
at the Boca Grande Community Cen-
ter. He was part of the Live Poet’s So-
ciety of Boca Grande, and he asked
her if she was interested in joining.
When the Live Poet’s asked her to
sort through the chronology of some
poets, she accepted.

“Once you at all think of yourself as
a poet, things look different to you. Ex-
periences come to you in a different
way. We had this experience in Mon-
tana, trying to save fawns that were
almost run over by a tractor, and all |
could think of was to sit down and

write it. Before |1 met Fred and the
Poet's, | would never have done that.”

Candy had been frequenting a
bookshop in Sarasota, and while she
was there she saw some information
on a group called PoetryLife. They
were having a contest, which she
went home and told all of her island
poet friends about. She certainly
never thought she might be the one to
win. The judge was Rick Hillis, the
man in charge of the master’s of fine
arts program at Vanderbilt University.
It was a blind judging.

Candy was recognized in front of
her peers at a ceremony, and she re-
alizes now how much that meant to
her. But her heart is still with the war,
and the layers and layers of informa-

tion that can be peeled back like an
onion skin to reveal new truths ...
even this many years later.

“There are so many ways of looking
at the war,” she said. “We always think
about how the North invaded the
South, and how the war came to
southern women’s homes, but we
don’t think about the wives who took
their homes to their husbands. This is
a big story that people haven't looked
at because, for the most part, histori-
ans look at women who did unusual
things ... the spies, the nurses, the
prostitutes. This is the story of the
women who were wives and mothers,
and still had a profound impact on the
war.”
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